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Here we present a geohazards education and engagement project in the Indian region of Ladakh, used as an op-
portunity to train geoscience students in a number of important ethical, cultural and professional considerations.
Located in the Indian Himalaya, Ladakh is home to historically-disadvantaged and endangered indigenous groups.
It is also an area of extreme topography, climate and vulnerability, with a growing tourist industry. This com-
bination of factors makes it an important region to improve geohazards understanding and observe the complex
interactions between nature, society, and culture. Specific aims of this project are to (i) support community educa-
tion through an interactive natural hazards programme (delivered in conjunction with a range of partners), training
school-aged students from multiple socio-economic backgrounds; and (ii) increase the effectiveness of disaster risk
reduction programmes, through research into the perception of natural hazards and environmental change. At all
stages of this work, we are seeking to engage young geoscientists, helping them to better understand the skills and
knowledge-base required to make a long-term, effective contribution to interdisciplinary research and professional
practice. Through presenting an overview of this project and associated opportunities, we seek to emphasise the
importance of developing practical opportunities for students to consider aspects of geoethics, social responsibility
and cross-cultural understanding.



